Estimate Forage Quality of First-Cutting Alfalfa
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To estimate the relative feed value ' Relative Feed Value (RFV)
(REV) of an alfalfastand, follow 1‘21 249 234 220 208 196 186 176
these steps. G
Step 1. Choose arepresentative 2- ;g..
sq.-ft. areain the field. oo
Step 2: Determine the most mature 24"
stem in the sample area using the 26"
criteriashown in the table. 28"
Step 3: Measure the length of the 30"
tallest stem in the sample areafrom 32"
the soil surface (next to plant crown) 34"
to the tip of the stem (not to the tip of 36"
the highest leaf blade). Thetallest ig

stem may not be the most mature
stem.

Step 4: Based on the most mature
stem and length of thetallest, use the
chart for estimated RFV content.

Step 5: Repeat in four or five
representative areas across the field.




